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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Federal Jury Awards Whistleblowing Polk County Deputy $260,000 


A federal jury in Madison has awarded a whistleblowing Polk County Deputy Sheriff $260,000 in damages after finding that he was the victim of a retaliatory internal investigation at the hands of former Polk County Sheriff, Timothy G. Moore, 53.  Arling Olson, 53, who still serves as a Deputy Sheriff in Polk County, ran for sheriff against Moore in 2006 and cooperated in an investigation carried out by the state Division of Criminal Investigation in 2007 into whether Moore had surreptitiously videotaped the interview of a criminal defendant in 2002 and beaten an arrestee in handcuffs in 2003.  

In 2008, Moore started an internal investigation of Olson.  The investigation was designed to develop evidence of whether Olson had violated departmental policies by not reporting his contacts with state investigators, not reporting Moore’s alleged misconduct internally to the sheriff’s Department itself, and not giving completely consistent answers in written statements and court testimony. Moore also asked local prosecutors to bring criminal charges against Olson for perjury and obstructing an officer.  The criminal charges against Olson were dismissed at a preliminary hearing in 2009, by St. Croix County Judge Eric E. Lundell, and Olson then filed a federal civil rights lawsuit against Moore.


In his lawsuit, Olson claimed that Moore had retaliated against him by commencing an internal investigation intended to culminate in his firing, and by persuading a prosecutor to charge him criminally.  

Olson’s lawsuit went to trial on Monday, June 20th, in federal court in Madison.  In a verdict handed down on Thursday, June 23, the jury found that Olson’s cooperation in the criminal investigation of Moore had been one of the reasons Moore had started the internal investigation and instigated the perjury and obstructing case against Olson.  The jury also found that Olson  having run for sheriff had not played a role in Moore’s retaliatory actions.

Damages issues related to the internal investigation were tried on Friday, June 24th.  The jury deliberated for approximately three hours and returned a verdict awarding Olson $10,000 in compensatory damages and $250,000 in punitive damages.  


Olson’s lawyer, Madison civil rights lawyer Jeff Scott Olson, who is not related to him, said, “This result is a credit to the courage of Deputy Olson, and to the other Polk County law enforcement officers who came forward with evidence of Sheriff Moore’s dark side.  In the end, it is the public that benefits when men and women like this have the fortitude to open a window in the ‘blue wall of silence’ so we all can see in.”


The jury evaluated only Olson’s damages flowing from the internal investigation, since it had found on Thursday that the perjury and obstructing charges were not severe enough “to deter a person of ordinary firmness from speaking out in the future.”
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