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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact Persons:   John Burton — (626) 449-8300

Peter M. Williamson — (818) 226-5700

FEDERAL JURY AWARDS $10 MILLION AGAINST TASER INTERNATIONAL 

FOR TEENAGER’S DEATH

Charlotte, North Carolina – July 19, 2011— At 2:30 p.m, EST today, a federal court jury

returned a verdict for wrongful death in the amount of $10,000,000.00 against TASER

International Inc., for the wrongful death of 17-year-old Darryl Turner, who collapsed and died in

a Charlotte, North Carolina supermarket on March 20, 2008, following shocks to the chest from

a TASER Model X26 electronic control device.   

The jury found that TASER negligently failed to warn that discharging its X26 model ECD

into the chest of a subject near the heart poses a substantial risk of cardiac arrest to persons

against whom the device is deployed.  The plaintiffs are the parents, Devoid Turner and Tammy

Lou Fontenot.

The Mecklenburg County medical examiner, Thomas D. Owens, M.D., found no drugs in

Turner’s system, and reported his heart to be disease free. Accordingly, Dr. Owens attributed

death to “agitated state, stress and use of conducted energy device (Taser).”

After the verdict was announced, John Burton, lead counsel for the plaintiffs, explained

the importance of the verdict:  “TASER has been irresponsible in representing the safety of its

products.   Hopefully, this verdict will sound the alarm to police officers around the world that

firing these weapons into the chests of people should be avoided.  No other family should have

to endure the tragedy that the Fontenot family has experienced.”
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The lawsuit is Fontenot v. TASER International, Inc., United States District Court for the

Western District of North Carolina, Charlotte Division, Case No. 3:10-CV-125.  The jury consisted

of five women and three men.  United States District Judge Robert Conrad presided.
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