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NPAP presents our summer reading recommendations,
featuring authors and experts who challenge our
perspectives on policing and the criminal legal system,
offer blueprints for change, and inspire us to imagine and
work for a better tomorrow.

Hope in the Dark
by Rebecca Solnit

Hope
1n the
Dark

“This is the ultimate ‘feel-good’ book for exhausted campaigners and activists ... an
intensely personal account, a meditation on activism and hope.”
The Guardian

Orriginally written in 2004, this book’s message of hope is particularly salient
at this moment. Solnit reminds us of our progress and the bigger context of
movements, and makes a radical case for hope as a commitment to act in a

Untold Histories,
Wild Possibilities

How oRpINARY.PropLE |
ARE DISMANTLING
WASS INCARGERATION

JOCELYN SIMONSON

The problem is not
police training, police
diversity, or police
methods. The problem
is policing itself.

Alex 5. Vitale

The
End of
Policing

Updated edifion

world whose future remains uncertain and unknowable. A salve and inspiration
to stay hopeful and active in these difficult times.

Radical Acts of
Justice: How
Ordinary People are
Dismantling Mass
Incarceration

by Jocelyn Simonson

An original argument
that the answer to mass
incarceration lies not
with experts and pundits,
but with ordinary people
taking extraordinary
actions together.

The End of Policing
by Alex S.Vitale

Drawing on firsthand
research from across the
globe,Vitale shows how
the implementation of
alternatives to policing
has led to reductions

in crime, spending, and
injustice.

REBECCA SOLNIT

TH A NEW FOREWORD AND AFTERWORC

#SAYHERNAME: Black Women’s Stories of
Police Violence and Public Silence
by Kimberlé Crenshaw and the African American Policy Forum

Often overlooked and unnamed in the movement, Black women
are too often the victims of police violence. Centering Black
women’s experiences, this book remembers the lives lost

#SAYHERNAME ! . )
through the voices of the mothers and sisters they left behind.

Becoming Abolitionists
by Derecka Purnell

A personal story about how the author and a generation of
activists became abolitionists. Becoming Abolitionists shows
that abolition is not solely about getting rid of police, but a
commitment to create and support different answers to the
problem of harm in society, and an opportunity to reduce and
eliminate harm in the first place.

DERECKA PURNELL

Break the Wheel
by Keith Ellison

With this powerful and intimate trial diary, Minnesota Attorney
General Keith Ellison asks the key question: How do we break
the wheel of police violence and finally make it stop? This
riveting account of the Derek Chauvin trial offers revelations for
a defining, generational moment of racial reckoning and social
justice understanding.

Ending the Cycle
of Police Violence
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Anti-Racist Ally
by Sophie Williams

This pocket-sized primer
unpacks complex topics
into their most important
concepts and provides a
crucial starting point for
every anti-racist ally.

Witness
by Lyle C. May

An insider’s account of
death row, May’s grounded
writings challenge the
myths, misconceptions, and
misinformation about the
criminal legal system and
death in prison.

Are Prisons Obsolete?
by Angela Davis

This short empassioned
argument for prison
abolition challenges us to
confront the human rights
catastrophe in our prisons.

WWHAT IF ALL BOYS WERE CREATED EQUAL®:

saow necron AUA DuVERNAY

WHEN

In this documentary directed by Ava DuVernay,
scholars, activists and politicians analyze the
criminalization of African Americans and the
U.S. prison boom. The title refers to the

13th Amendment to the Constitution which
abolished slavery throughout the U.S.and ended
involuntary servitude, except as punishment for

convicted criminals.

When They See Us

This 4-part Emmy-nominated miniseries
directed by Ava DuVernay is based on the true
story of the Central Park Five, five teenagers of
color convicted of a rape they did not commit
and the system that convincted them.

America on Fire
by Elizabeth Hinton

Professor Hinton argues that we cannot understand the civil
rights struggle without coming to terms with the uprisings and
hugely expanding police regime that followed it. She asserts the
word riot is nothing less than a racist trope applied to events
that can only be properly understood as rebellions—explosions
of collective resistance to an unequal and violent order.

SR

ELIZABETH HINTON

No More Police
by Mariame Kaba and Andrea J. Ritchie

This powerful call to action details why policing doesn’t stop
violence, instead perpetuating widespread harm.The authors
outline the many failures of contemporary police reforms and
explore demands to defund police, divest from policing, and
invest in community resources to create greater safety.

An Abolitionist’s Handbook

12 STEPS 1o CHANGING .
by Pat Cull
YOURSELFAmWORLD  °7 matrisse =ulors
Aﬂﬂ“ﬁﬁmm The co-founder of #BlackLivesMatter shows us how we can
effectively fight for an abolitionist present and future.This
LIY;AEPM book is for those who are looking to reimagine a world where
BYPATRESSE o mmunities are treated with dignit , care, and respect.
CULLORS gy P

NETFLIX

DIRECTOR OF SELMA

FROM SLAVE TO CRIMINAL WITH ONE AMENOMENT .
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